
 

PIB Weekly News  
N O V E M B E R  9 ,  2 0 1 8  W W W . U S D 2 5 9 . O R G / R O B I N S O N / P I B  

Team News 
UPCOMING 

EVENTS:  

 November 9:  All 

School Dance 6:00 

 November 12:  

NO School Veter-

ans Day 

 November 13-16:  

Turkey Drive 

 November 13:  

Foundation and 

PTSO Meeting 

 November 15:  

YPC Concert 

 November 16:  

Turkey Drive 

 November 20:  Il 

Vicino Night 

(Douglas Location) 

 November 21-23:  

No School Fall Re-

cess 

 November 29:  

NAL at Robinson 

 December 5:  

Band Concert 

 December 6:  

NAL at Coleman 

 December 11:  

PTSO and Founda-

tion Meeting 

Robinson Middle School will be 

collecting frozen turkeys November 

13-16.  As part of the B-98 and United 

Methodist Open Door Annual Turkey 

Drive.  There will be will be a friendly 

competition between grade levels, but 

no community 

service.  In this 

season of giving 

thanks, please 

consider helping 

make someone 

else’s Thanksgiving 

a happy one! 

 

From Ms. Lavacek:  THANK YOU for the 

kind cards! It was such a surprise to 

arrive in NYC to such an avalanche of 

well-wishes! My daughter’s apartment 

is covered in Good Luck Glitter (she 

loves it!)! What an amazing event! I felt 

the Robinson love and support the 

entire 26.2 miles. 

 

Just a reminder, if you are planning on 

being absent please let the teachers 

know so we can give you the work 

ahead of time.  Remember for school 

excused absences (athletics, music, 

NAL, IB shadowing, etc) all work is due 

the day you return.   

 

Do you know someone who is 

interested in applying for Pre-IB next 

year?  Pre-IB Applications for next year 

will be available on our website!  

Students currently in Pre-IB do not 

need to apply again unless they are 

removed from the program.   

 

Now is a great time to check to see if 

your student has any school supply 

needs.  We have noticed a few 

students needing paper and writing 

utensils in class.   

 

ZAP on Monday and Tuesday is not 

just for students who have a D or F.  

ANY PIB student can to come in at 

lunch and/or recess on Monday and 

Tuesday for additional worktime for 

any class in Room 217.  Students 

can get a pass from any teacher and 

MUST have their ID.  Computers are 

available for students to use during 

this time. 

 

In FOUR WEEKS, half of your 

community service hours are due!  

Make sure you write your reflection 

and turn in your community service 

forms to your CHARGE Teacher.  If 

you have any questions please see 

Ms. Mandelbaum (6th Grade) and 

Ms. Rowley (7th and 8th Grade).  Log 

sheets are available on our team 

page on the Robinson Website.   

Sixth Graders need to complete 10 

hours, Seventh Graders 10 hours, 

and Eighth Graders 12.5 hours. By 

the first Friday of December.  If the 

hours are not completed Social 

Studies grades will be lowered 10%.   

 

You are allowed to earn up to a 

maximum of 5 community service 

hours for participating or supporting 

the Robinson Community through 

organized activities.  Also remember 

that 25 Box Tops for Education = 1 

hour and 100 Pop Tabs = 1 hours 

maximum combination of Box Tops 

and Pop Tabs is 5 hours. 
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Volunteers Needed 

Have a picture of you completing community service hours?  Send it to Ms. 

Van Horn (dvanhorn@usd259.net) to include in our presentation out PIB. 

Have you heard of Volunteer Kansas? It’s a website 

(www.volunteerkansas.org) for people who want to find 

exciting and useful ways to engage in their community.  

Students can browse opportunities to volunteer by loca-

tion or by their interests. 

United Way has a website that lists 

volunteer opportunities for teens.  For 

more information, visit http://

www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-

volunteers/ . 

Turn in hours to your CHARGE Teacher. 

Check google classroom for the number of hours you have turned in.   

Kansas  

Humane  

Society 
See information on page 

8 of the newsletter. 

Price Harris Elementary 
Price-Harris PTO needs volunteers to help take care of children 

so their parents can attend PTO meetings.  Middle-school or 

high-school age volunteers play with children during the meet-

ing, supervised by two adults.  Meetings are from 6:30-7:30 PM 

at Price-Harris on the following dates:  October 16; November 

13; December 11; January 15; February 12; March 19; April 

16; May 14.   E-mail Anne Lewis, vicepresi-

dent@priceharrispto.org to sign up!    

College Hill Elementary 
College Hill Elementary is looking for 

some responsible students who can 

read with some of our students. Volun-

teers will help encourage our readers. 

This will be a fun and easy way to get 

some service hours! E-mail Ms. Porter, 

jporter2@usd259.net to sign up!    

Do you know of a community 

service opportunity?  Email 

Ms. Van Horn at 

dvanhorn@usd259.net with 

the details.   

A Night with Santa 
Thursday, December 6 at Century 

II, 5:30-8:30 pm.  Contact Sara 

Rasmussen at 316-337-9257 or 

srasmussen@wichita.gov.   

Botanica 
Botanica is seeking volunteers for their annual illuminations event. The event is from November 23rd to 

December 31st so lots of opportunities to get some service hours done.  Positions vary from ticket tak-

ing to greeting guest to helping make s’mores.  Shifts are from 5-9 pm each night.  For each shift 

worked, you will receive a complimentary ticket to illuminations.  Starting in January, volunteers are 

needed to help tear down.  Contact Kristi Conkle at 264-0448 ext 103 or kconkle@botanica.org.     

Half of your hours are due by the first Friday in December.  If you do not 

have the required hours, Social Studies grades will be lowered 10% 

http://www.volunteerkansas.org/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
mailto:vicepresident@priceharrispto.org
mailto:vicepresident@priceharrispto.org
mailto:jporter2@usd259.net
mailto:srasmussen@wichita.gov
mailto:kconkle@botanica.org
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Sixth Grade PIB 
Berry—Math Berry—Science 

Callard—Language Arts Flores—Spanish 

We wrapped up Module 2:  Relating Quantities last 

week.  Now we are working on our third module, Determin-

ing Unknown Quantities.  We have modified our lesson re-

flections so that students will answer the Essential Ques-

tion, describe what they learned (bullet points or sentences), 

and write a sample problem (explaining the process with 

words and math) on the left hand page.  Our first Topic in 

this new Module is entitled, Expressions, which means that 

we are starting to express problems in an algebraic for-

mat.  We’re making a lot of progress, but please encourage 

your child to work on Mathia at home to sharpen their skills. 

Science classes are working on their Space Unit.  This week 

we will be correcting our outdated textbook’s facts about 

the planets.  We will also be studying the relationship be-

tween the Earth, Sun, and Moon.  I will be checking pages 

36-37 in the Science Journals.  We have a new Turn-In 

Schedule.  I will  check 1st hour’s Science Journals on 

Wednesday, 2nd Hour’s Journals on Thursday, and 5th 

Hour’s Journals on Tuesday.  Please help them remember 

the schedule change.  If you haven’t had a chance to return 

the HGD form, please send it with your child.  Thank you! 

Mandelbaum—Language Arts Mandelbaum—Social Studies 

Polson—Spanish Sinsel—Math 

We will finish up Unit One in our Pearson textbook 

early next week. We will have library day on Tues-

day and then we will be completing a narrative 

writing assessment centering on the theme of 

childhood.  

We will be finishing up our study of Israel next 

week The test will be on Tuesday and the stu-

dents will have a study guide for this test. Our 

next ancient civilization to study will be ancient 

India. 

Next week we will begin our winter novel study of 

Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. Students will 

have reading assignments nightly and are ex-

pected to annotate as we read. We will also con-

tinue to work on our personal project websites on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, so please be sure to 

bring all necessary research materials to class on 

those days. Electronic notes and photos are a 

great option! 

On Monday, November 19th,  students will take a 

quiz that will require them to know how to correct-

ly spell  all of the vocabulary words from Chapter 

1A in their textbooks.  A great tool for preparing 

for this quiz is the quizlet.com website.  In the 

site's search box, please type "tktflores" and look 

for my link to Chapter 1A.  

Students will continue to practice their new vocab-

ulary with a focus on production and accuracy. 

There will be no quiz this week, but there will be a 

spelling quiz on Monday, November 19. 

6th Grade Math 6+:   Students just finished up this week 

with a quiz on Unit Rates and Conversions.  Next week, we’ll 

start off by extending application of Order of Operations 

with numerical expressions to solve problems.  We’ll com-

plete 45 minutes of Mathia on Wednesday. 

 

6th Grade Math 7+:  Math 7+ students will begin work on 

Probability.  Watch for a quiz toward the middle of the 

week! 
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Seventh Grade PIB 
Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—4th Hour Language Arts Lavacek—6th Hour Language Arts 

Polson—Spanish Rowley—Social Studies 

Next week students will finish their novel, Patricia 

va a California.  They will complete a variety of ac-

tivities to aid in their comprehension, including 

writing a letter in Spanish as if they were the pro-

tagonist of the story and playing a game of Jeop-

ardy! 

Seventh graders will be continuing their studies 

of weathering, erosion and deposition. 

Students will be finishing up our “Pardon Me” ac-

tivity in which they each developed a turkey perso-

nae and wrote a letter to the President arguing 

that they should be the turkey chosen for the Par-

doning Ceremony.  

Students will be finishing up our “Pardon Me” ac-

tivity in which they each developed a turkey perso-

nae and wrote a letter to the President arguing 

that they should be the turkey chosen for the Par-

doning Ceremony.  

Students will finish reading their novel this week 

and will demonstrate their comprehension 

through various activities and games. Students 

will also learn about a follow up project that we 

will begin the week of the 19th. 

Seventh Grade will be learning more about the human ge-

ography of Europe, including immigration, European Union, 

and government. Students have been assigned a trav-

el  project to learn more about a certain European country 

that will be due November 14th  when they will be present-

ing to a small group. We will review at the end of the week 

and then take a test on November 16th.  

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

This coming week, the seventh graders will work 

with a non-fiction selection, “Turkeys” by Betsy 

White, as well as persuasive writing. 

Students have been hard at work with hands on 

geometry  - constructing circles, lines, and angles 

using a compass and protractor.  Watch for a quiz 

toward the middle of the week!  We’ll also com-

plete 45 minutes of Mathia on Tuesday. 

Stroot—4th Hour Algebra Stroot—6th Hour Math 

Students will take a quiz on systems of inequali-

ties on Tuesday.  The test on systems of equa-

tions and inequalities will be Thursday. 

We will start the last module (Module 5), covering 

7th grade standards.  Students will use construc-

tion tools to duplicate segments, angles, and tri-

angles. 

Van Horn—Math 

We will continue working on Module 5 Topic 1:  Angles and Triangles.  Look for our next test the week af-

ter Thanksgiving.  I will let students know if Mathia this week will be completed during class.  If you need 

additional help, ZAP is available on Monday and Tuesday at lunch in my classroom. 
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Eighth Grade PIB 

Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Sims—Language Arts Stroot—Math 

Van Horn—Math 
We will continue working on systems of equations solving by graphing and substitution.  We will have a 

test over these two methods on Wednesday, November 14.  We will then learn about solving systems by 

the linear combination method.  I will let students know if Mathia this week will be completed during 

class.  If you need additional help, ZAP is available on Monday and Tuesday at lunch in my classroom. 

Students will be continuing in Fahrenheit 451. 

They have been closely examining Bradbury’s use 

of imagery to develop mood, character, and con-

flict. They will be creating visual interpretations of 

the Mechanical Hound this week.  

The eighth graders will continue To Kill a Mock-

ingbird this coming week.  We’ll focus on develop-

ment of character, setting, and plot in the novel. 

Students will take a quiz on systems of inequali-

ties on Tuesday.  The test on systems of equations 

and inequalities will be Thursday. 

We will be learning about each branch of govern-

ment and the important constitutional concepts 

of federalism, separation of powers, and checks 

and balances.  Students will be asked to memo-

rize and verbally recite the preamble to the Con-

stitution by November 19th.   

Next week's focus will be on grammar, specifically 

on how to conjugate the verb "tener" in the pre-

sent tense and on possessive adjectives.    There 

will be a quiz over both grammar points on Friday, 

November 16th. 

Eighth graders will be continuing their studies of 

chemical reactions next week. 
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If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 
note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600. 

Berry, Kathleen  
6th Grade Math and Science 
Email:  kberry@usd259.net 

 
 

Callard, Tracy 
6th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Spanish for Native Speakers 
Email:  tcallard@usd259.net 

 
 

Flores, Tara 
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 
Email:  tflores@usd259.net 

 
 

Jenney, Charles  
7th and 8th Grade Science 

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net 
 
 

Lavacek, Molly  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net 
 
 

Mandelbaum, Susan  
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies 
Email:  smandelbaum@usd259.net 

 

Polson, Elizabeth  
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 

Email:  epolson@usd259.net 
 
 

Rowley, Michele  
7th and 8th Grade Social Studies 

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net 
 
 
 

Sims, Katherine  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  ksims@usd259.net 
 
 

Sinsel, Jennifer  
6th and 7th Grade Math 

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net 
 
 

Stroot, Mary  
7th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  mstroot@usd259.net 
 
 

Van Horn. Denise  
Team Leader 

7th and 8th Grade Math 
Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net 

Website 
http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib 

The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) 
will be posted.  The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events 

for the following week.  To access classroom websites you will need to use your 
Parent/Student Vue account. 






